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The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas
Introduction
The question whether having a perfect society is possible is the central idea of the short story. The story is about a Utopian society whose existence was dependent on a child who was mistreated and denied his freedom. The child was locked in a room and a few citizens who visited him decided to leave Omelas forever for having seen the deplorable conditions which were subjected to him. The story presents several themes regarding the Utopian society. 
Themes
(a) Morality
Le Guin seems to wonder why people would abandon their moral responsibilities simply to create happiness for themselves. Morality is the sense of right and wrong. People living in Omelas think that pain inflicted on the less privileged is intellectual while they consider happiness as stupid (Le Guin pg.598). The author explains that the child was in terrible conditions. Many citizens of Omelas believed that their happiness was dependent on his abominable misery. It is frustrating people could find happiness in one’s misery. For this reason, it is plausible believe that Omelas people lacked the sense of morality. Assisting the child overcome the challenges he was facing could have been the right thing to do. However, through the theme of morality, Le Guin tries to examine the idea of whether the greater good of the many is more important than the greater good of an individual who is oppressed for the sake of happiness of the larger society. 
(a) Victimization
The theme of victimization is closely related to the theme of morality. Victimization is the act of subjecting an individual to oppression or the act of harming someone emotionally, mentally, or physically. Le Guin presents the child as a scapegoat; he was sacrificed so that the people of Omelas can live in happiness and enjoy peace. If the child was treated well, prosperity, beauty, and delight of the people of Omela would wither and be destroyed (Le Guin).  These words set the terms for victimization as the child had to suffer for the society to be happy and peaceful. 
(b) Happiness
The author also articulates the theme of happiness. By stating that many people consider happiness as “something stupid”, the author postulates that people tend to delight in pain (Le Guin pg.598). This makes it impossible to “describe a happy man or even to celebrate joy.” There is some truth in this statement as people are too cynical to believe that true happiness exists. By presenting the theme of happiness, the author helps the reader understand the nature of happiness among Omelas hence encouraging them to accept the Utopian society with its imperfection. 
Point of View
The short story is narrated from the first-person point of view. The narrator states that “I wish I could describe Omelas better (Le Guin pg.598).” The use of “I” is in the first-person point of view. The author used the first-person to encourage the reader to view the narrator as an unreliable observer. 
Conclusion
The story is a political allegory because its characters are used to represent thoughts that express a political message. It also addresses the issues of morality, which tend to surround political systems. The child is representative of underprivileged or underclass individuals within societies. The underprivileged individuals are often overlooked and exploited by individuals stereotyped as wealthy. Le Guin, uses the story to explore the issue of moral accountability of a society where the happiness of the majority (wealthy) rests on the misery of the underprivileged or the poor. 
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